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haute chocolate

When the weather outside gets fi ghttul, ho ] serves up a decacent
cup of comforEWe'tested dozens of mixes to find the best, from chocolatier
goncoctions to supermarket brands that taste pricier than they are,

rinking ehocolate began as a luxury: Two millennia belore
Swiss Miss. Mayvan nobles invented the first cocoa-based
cocktall, an elixir made of wine, roasted cacao beans,
and ehili peppers. When the bean o | the Atlantic
centunes later, the drink retained its arstocratic status
in Spanish and Frencl urts, where hot chocolate
and-wine recipes were closcly guarded sec by the 1T00s, the
English had come up with the milky (nonalcoholic) version we relish
today. Fortinately, by now hot chocolate has become a thoroughly
| democratized luxury, with varictics available for every palate and
! pocketbooksAnd while it's hard to have a bad cup of cocoa, Some
i definitelirrise above the rest. Afer assiduously taste-testing mug

f aftermugolhot chocolate and cocoa ( ves, there is a difference—tum
' the pagel comparing for lavor, texture, and simple enjovability, g
' we've rounded up our favorites in three categories. Whether you E 4
crave asweel eversday fix, a4 creamy warmseme-up afternoon treat, ;
or anch wow-emdessert drink, vou'll find something that satisfies, I

_____

SRV chocolate pot,
$165, Pillivuyt, 125west.com
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eating + hot chocolate

COCOA VS, CHOCOLATE £ | JACQUES TORRES CLASSIC 2 | STARBUCKS CHOCOLATE X | HERSHEY'S GOODNIGHT
: . 2 ot cHocouaTe G | COCOA M E | KssES COCOA
Ot COCoa IS magde of & | The Golddocks pick: This mas ¥ | Kids especially clar F E Dirinik wp without g
chocolate powder minus the gt 3 s sl pr AW : - = | P cocoe
cocoa butter. Hot chocolate, B | Laier Plus voul love scrac § A il e e e
which contains cocoa butter, 8 | thelitde nibs e th B | ingartificial As ' ‘ fesne-free (most
is richer; thicker, and more ™ | Mevercompretely dusoiw - i . - '
A out of the bottorn of the mug ; frr L rTiaky oL i } r iy A
expensie f_t"}' anutng It ror E from scratch™ 7 for erith tf t found

children by adding more chocolae.om wnces, starbucks.com for cup of instant coffee). f130
than the recommended VOSGES LA PARISIENNE <7k i A
amount of milk or water). e SCHARFFEN BERGER

o P f I THCE Al DYTUEY. hEE A Just SWEETEMNED COCOA POWDER I SWISS MISS CHOCOLATE
I!'ﬂIFIE r'l:'l.l d ['WIEIJ[, i j_.-ff“'l'-l‘:rﬁ, eited Candy bar ™ sad one of Linkike most ooonas. whiose SENSATION COD0A

the cheaper the mix, the our testers. This mix s o in beans are "Dutched” (which Our testers couldn?

p] s

= 5 S BT A s [ [ENSE =0 AN VWINEN YOU PESUIES N reducRd harshne 33 el | {
MOTE Sugary IL was out, of fiodiow the recipe on the box this mix is made from fer the sk

course, that’s just how which calls for heavy cream as mented beans, resulting in a this variety is surprisingly dar
the kids in us prefer it well as mik—that youTll know phisticated, slghtly bitter romatic, and chocolaty. Par

| MARIEBELLE AZTEC HOLY CHOCDDLATE SWISS MILE I GODIVA CLASSIC MILK
HOT CHOCOLATE CHOCOLATE COCOA CHOCOLATE HOT COCOA
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